Interpreting the function of prehistoric Pueblo rooms : roomblock 15, Pueblo Blanco (LA 40), New Mexico by Brown, Janna L.
" w
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Interpreting the Function of 
Prehistoric Pueblo Rooms:
Roomblock 15, Pueblo Blanco (LA 40), New Mexico 
A Thesis Submitted to the 
University Honors Program 
In Partial Fulfillment of the 
Requirements of the Baccalaureate Degree 
With Upper Division Honors 
Department of Anthropology 
by
Janna L. Brown 
Dekalb, Illinois 
May 8, 1993
Student name: .Tanna I.. Rrnwn
Approved by: L
Department of:
Date April 29, 1993
HONORS THESIS ABSTRACT 
THESIS SUBMISSION FORM
W
AUTHOR: Janna L. Brown
THESIS TITLE: Interpreting the Function of Prehistoric Pueblo Rooms 
Roomblock 15, Pueblo Blanco (LA 40), New Mextco 
ADVISOR: Dr. W. Creamer ADVISOR’S DEPT: Anthropology
DISCIPLINE: A rch a e o lo g y  YEAR: 1993
PAGE LENGTH: 20 BIBLIOGRAPHY: Y es ILLUSTRATED: Y es
PUBLISHED (YES OR NO): No LIST PUBLICATION:
COPIES AVAILABLE (HARD COPY, MICROFILM, DISKETTE): Hard Copy
ABSTRACT (100-200 WORDS):
This paper loofcs at the problem of determining 'original
r-oo-m function in the prehistoric pueblos of the American
south west. Four examples from past archaeological 
excavations are examined to help set up a basis for the 
determination of room use for roomblock 15, rooms 1, 2, 
and 3 at Pueblo Blanco (LA 40), New Mexico. Along with 
the examples from past excavations, other factors unique
to Pueblo Blanco, roomblock 15, rooms 1, 2, and 3 were 
also used to assist in determining original room function.
)In 1540 the first Europeans came into New Mexico's Galisteo 
basin (Nelson 1914), but the area was far from uninhabited. The 
Galisteo basin was home to several native american settlements, or 
as the Spanish called them, pueblos. According to Nelson (1914) 
there were seven pueblos: Pueblo She, Pueblo San Lazaro, Pueblo
Colorado, Pueblo Largo, Pueblo San Cristobal, Pueblo San Marcos, 
and Pueblo Blanco (see map 1). Francesco Vasquezde 
Coronado visited most of these settlements in his expedition to New 
Mexico, including Pueblo Blanco which is the focus of this paper.
When Coronado first saw Pueblo Blanco, it was already 
abandoned and destroyed (Nelson 1914). We know that Pueblo Blanco 
^  is of the proto-historic pueblo IV period and was occupied from the
early 15th century A.D. to the beginning of the 16th century. No 
one is quite sure as to why the settlement was abandoned, although 
many explanations have been offered.
The Galisteo basin is a depression roughly 14 miles by 5 to 8 
miles that lies between the Sandia-Manano Mountains on the west and 
the highlands of the Trans-Pecos to the East (Nelson 1914). Pueblo 
Blanco lies on the southwestern boundary of the basin near a 
volcanic dike. A streambed, or arroyo, runs through the site from 
west to east with a reservoir near the west end, presumably to hold 
rain water for the inhabitants of Pueblo Blanco to supplement a 
small nearby spring (Nelson 1914).
In close to 500 years only three archaeologists have ever
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Pueblo Blanco is pictured as number 40 on the map with the other 
Galisteo Basin Pueblos nearby. (map after Creamer and Haas, n.d.)
3basin and gave a general description of the site (Nelson 1914) . 
Later, in 1914, Nels Nelson excavated 47 rooms at Pueblo Blanco, 
publishing his finds in his book Pueblo Ruins of the Galisteo 
Basin. New Mexico. In July and August of 1992 a field school under 
the direction of Dr. Winifred Creamer and Dr, Jonathan Haas went to 
Pueblo Blanco (LA 40) in order to salvage as much as we could from 
the rooms and other features that were being lost due to the 
erosion of the cliffs on either side of the arroyo. I concentrated 
my efforts of roomblock 15 and the three rooms (see map 2) which we 
excavated to try and determine what the original room functions of 
these three rooms were.
Why should it be important to try to determine original room 
use? Different people have different answers. According to Adams 
(1983) , determination of original room use could lead to the 
reconstruction of past social organization. Others have tried to 
determine room use as a way to better organize the data taken from 
pueblo rooms. In my study of room function, the latter approach is 
more appropriate due to the fact that there is no living site (like 
the Hopi village Adams studied) to compare with Pueblo Blanco.
The problem of the determination of room use has been tackled 
at many sites in the Southwest, most notably at the Grasshopper 
Ruin (Sullivan 1974), Turkey Creek Pueblo (Lowell 1991), Paa-ko 
(Lambert 1954), and Broken K Pueblo (Hill 1970). The following 
paragraph will show what data was used at each site to determine 
original room function.
Sullivan (1974) explored the correlation between room features 
and size with different roofing materials. He also talked of the
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problem of room use changing over time. Sullivan had three basic 
room types: habitation, storage, and ceremonial. Habitation rooms 
were generally larger rooms with evidence of activities such as 
eating, cooking, and tool manufacture. These rooms also used 
ponderosa pine as a roofing material due to the rooms large size. 
Storage rooms were smaller rooms with little or no features which 
used juniper wood as roofing material. Ceremonial rooms or kivas, 
according to Sullivan, have features that are so unique, the room 
has to be ceremonial in function.
Dating from the 13th century A.D., archaeologists working on 
Turkey Creek Pueblo have also done work on original room use. 
Lowell (1991) uses a combination of hearth type and room size to 
determine room function. Rooms were divided into three types based 
on the type of hearth in it: rooms without hearths, rooms with 
circular hearths, and rooms having rectangular hearths. Rooms 
without hearths are called storage rooms by Lowell and are 
generally smaller than other rooms. Circular hearths tend to be 
located in mid-sized rooms that suggest ceremonial or habitation 
rooms. Rectangular hearths are found in Turkey Creek Pueblo's 
largest rooms, these rooms are assumed to by habitation rooms 
(Lowell 1991).
Paa-ko's main period of occupation was, like Pueblo Blanco, in 
the Pueblo IV period (Lambert 1954). The excavation was terminated 
before the completion of the project (Lambert 1954), but the 
archaeologists did find some time to give some thought to the 
question of room use. According to Lambert (1954) , three main room 
types were found:
I. Rooms without floor features or furnishings (store 
rooms).
II. Rooms with one or more floor features (living or 
working rooms).
III. Ceremonial rooms (room kivas).
One of the more detailed accounts of room use comes to us from 
Broken K Pueblo. Broken K Pueblo is from the Pueblo III period 
which was from about 1,100 to 1,300 A.D. (Hill 1970). Once again 
we face three main room types: habitation rooms, storage rooms,
and kivas or ceremonial rooms (Hill 1970). But James N. Hill takes 
this one step further, he not only looks at room size and features 
(such as hearths), he also takes into consideration the kinds of 
artifacts found in each room.
Hill determined that the most types of artifact are found in 
habitation rooms. Also, no types of artifacts were highly dominant 
in storage rooms, and only antler flakes were dominant in kivas. 
Hill thus gives each type of room a "tool kit" based on amounts and 
types of artifacts found on the floor of the room. Habitation 
rooms contain all types of artifacts, except antler flakes. 
Storage rooms have the most utilized flakes, blades, and graver- 
burins. Kivas have the highest amount of projectile points, antler 
flakes, utilized flakes, cores, choppers, scrapers, hammerstones, 
worked slabs, and ornamental items (Hill 1970). Hill also looks at 
categories such as lithic waste, animal bone, and ceramics to 
further help in the determination of room function at Broken K 
Pueblo.
All archaeological sites are unique and this means that what
6
7is used at one to determine room use, might not be totally 
applicable at another site. After looking at many examples of how 
room function is determined, I have found that while some of these 
ideas will work at roomblock 15 at Pueblo Blanco, others will not. 
For example, basic room size is taken into consideration at all the 
sites that I have discussed earlier in this paper. This however 
will not work with roomblock 15 for two of the three rooms are only 
partial rooms for the north ends of these two rooms have fallen 
into the arroyo below some time ago. The missing north ends of the 
two rooms also could have contained doors, hearths, or other 
features that would have been useful in helping to determine room 
function. Knowing the size of the room and what features contained 
in it would be helpful in figuring out original room use, but 
without this data determination is far from impossible.
\^y
I have determined that there are not three, but four basic 
room types in roomblock 15. There are four room types due to the 
fact that we discovered that each room had a second story. The 
four room types and their characteristics are as follows:
1. habitation or living rooms: rooms containing one or
more hearths, pottery remains, faunal and floral 
remains, smoke blackened plaster walls, and other 
household items, manos and metates (may be present, but 
not always present).
2. storage rooms: no hearths, remains of pottery and
items not in everyday use such as projectile points, 
beads, shells, and ornamental items.
w  3. grinding rooms: rooms found with more than one mano,
W''
\m /
metate, or mealing bin, remains of corn or corn cobs or 
other botanical matter, no hearths.
4. ceremonial rooms: no hearth, or if one is present, it
is too small for practical purposes such as cooking, 
shaped sherds, effigy vessels, wall niches, items never 
associated with other rooms such as pictographs, and 
larger size and the lack of a door (indicating access 
through the roof).
Room 1 was the only complete room that was excavated in 
roomblock 15 (see tables 1, 2, and 3 for data on room 1)). It 
measures about 5 meters by about 1.6 meters, which is rather large 
for a pueblo room at Pueblo Blanco. As we excavated the room by 
levels and layers we saw that the fill contained a lot of adobe 
melt and adobe chunks. This was a clue to the fact that we had a 
second story. Roofing material found in levels 5 - 8  (layer III) 
also helped. We also found manos and metates showing much use, 
along with evidence of mealing bins and corn cob fragments. At 
first we thought that this second story room was a habitation room, 
but upon further investigation, we realized that no hearth or fire 
pit was present in the second story. Since it is very unlikely 
that a habitation room would be without a hearth, the second story 
of room 1 was determined to be a grinding room; a room where women 
or others would work on grinding corn.
When we reached the floor of room 1, we knew that something 
different was going on. In addition to its large size, there was 
no indication of a door (hinting perhaps of a rooftop entrance) . 
This lack of a door meant that this room would have very little
8
fArtifact Summary for Room 1
LVL iCER FRAG USFL NOTH PR0J m KANO MET SLAB 0BSI GRND 0THR1 0EER TURK 0THR2 CORK 0THR3
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : = = = = =
SURF 89 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 AV
1 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 A\J 0 AV 0 0 0 0 0 0
I 109 0 0 4 0 0 c 0 2 AV AV 1 0 c 9 4 0
2 17 1 0 0 0 0 0 AV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2S.EXT 56 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 AV 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 301 0 1X 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 c 0 0 0 0 C 0
II 120 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 5 3 0
4 278 0 X 6 1 0 2 AV AL c 0 4 0 0 0 1 0
5 212 3 1X 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0
6 336 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C 0
7 195 0 0 2 c 0 0 0 AV c AV 0 0 0 2 0 c
3 470 5 1 4 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 i 1 31 3 4 1
9 450 0 4 17 AV 0 1 1 14 0 AV 0c. G 6 10 A 2
IV 37 r.V 2 i 0 1 \X 0 7 0 0 0 0 12 3 0 4
FLOOR 54 r\v 0 0 0 1 1 2 6 0 l c 0 0 12 1 0
SFLOOR 82 0 0 4 0 c c 0 1 1X 0 0 0 0 5 2
FEAT i 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 AV AV A C C 0 0
TOTAL 2880 11 10 55 1 4 6 5 37 1 X 8 5 49 . S3 18 6
LVL: Level or layer CER: Cerainics FRAG: Stone fragments
USFL: Utilized flakes NCTU: Unutilized flakes
PRO J '• Projectile points YAY- Hammer stones
ME T : Heists 03SI: Obsidian GRND: Gvour.dstones
CTKR1: Other iithic material TURK: Turkey bone
A ▼ - .w . r.Ai • Other ‘aural materiel .
w D7KR3: Other botanical material
TABLE 1
LEVELS AND LAYERS OF ROOM 1 
WITH STORY DIVISIONS
w
ABOVE 2ND  
STORY  FLOOR
FLOOR OF  
2ND STO R Y
1 S T  STORY  F L O O R -
SURFACE
L E V E L 1
L E V E L 2
L E V E L 3
L E V E L 4
L E V E L 5
L E V E L 6
L E V E L ?
L E V E L 8
L E V E L 9
FLOOR
LAY ER  I
LAY ER  2




ROCMBUXX 15 ROOM 1 CERAMICS
Lev Black Rim Glaze Rim Bi sc. Rim Under Plain Rim Other
surf 64 0 7 0 1 0 101 15 1 2
1 2 0 1 1 0 0 5 0 0 0
I 72 2 20 1 0 0 11 0 0 3
2 3 0 6 1 0 0 2 2 0 3
2s. ex 37 1 3 0 0 0 8 3 1 3
3 173 1 3 0 0 0 112 5 0 6
II 45 0 32 0 0 0 28 15 1 0
4 162 1 13 42 0 0 53 2 0 1
5 157 5 29 2 0 0 18 0 0 2
6 139 4 21 ' 4 0 0 158 2 0 8
7 89 8 22 2 2 0 56 17 0 0
8 241 10 76 16 3 0 35 60 1 28
9 184 3 70 19 1 0 108 46 1 18
III 40 6 17 0 1 0 11 12 0 0
floor 43 4 2 0 0 0 0 5 0 0
subf 1 30 2 21 0 0 0 22 7 0 0
FI 7 0 4 0 0 0 1 3 0 0
TOTAL 1488 47 347 88 8 0 729 194 5 74
TABLE 3
light unless from an artificial source. The artificial source 
turned out to be a very small fire pit, really too small to do 
anything useful with. But upon further examination of the west 
wall (by which the fire pit was located) a series of pictographs, 
depicting what looked like deer or other large animals running, was 
discovered. Perhaps this small fire pit was used to illuminate the 
pictoglyphs in the dark room. A sealed niche in the east wall 
contained two glazed pottery sherds, and other pieces of shaped 
ceramics were found in the room. All of these factors put together 
makes this room, in my opinion, a ceremonial room. A few other 
things were also discovered about room 1 when we dug subfloor pits. 
Evidently, before there was a room 1, the area that is room 1 was 
a part of the plaza. On the plaza surface there are some trash 
deposits and some ash and charcoal remains. The plaza surface was 
probably just subjected to normal day to day traffic and activity 
hence the small trash deposits and the ash and charcoal.
Room 2 lies to the north and west of room 1, and the north end 
has already fallen into the arroyo below (see tables 4, 5, and 6 
for data on room 2) . Because of this, room size can not really be 
used to help determine room use. Large amounts of melted adobe and 
adobe chunks helped us to see that there was a second story in room
2. In fact, in layer III (levels 4-6) firecracked and burnt rocks 
were found, this indicated that there was a second story hearth. 
In addition to the rocks, burnt wall plaster and roof beam 
impressions were also found in the same area. Layer III also 
yielded a mano and metate and well as botanical remains and bone. 
It seems as if the second story of room 2 was a habitation room.
12
Artifact Summary for Room 2
LVL CER FCR FRAG USFL NOTU PROJ KANO MET SLA8 0BSI CORE GRND 0THR1 OEER TURK 0THR2 CORN 0TKR3
SURF A7 0 0 0 ii 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 3 f\ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 C
2 4 Av 0 1 AV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Avr 0 0 AV 0 0
3 17 c 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 AV 1 0 0 0 1
II 9 0 0 0 0 0 AV AV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 AV
4 9 0 V 1 2 AV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0
5 17 0 0 1 1/ 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 17 2 0
6 16 AV ft A AV 0 0 1 11 0 AV 0 0 0 0 j A 0
III 38 3 i tr c c 1 0 2 AV 1 0 6 0 0 1 0 6
7 6 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 9 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 A 1
FLOOR 9 0 0 0 2 AV 0 0 0 0 0 1 AV A\J c ? AV 0
IV 16 c 11 i AJ 1l 1 AV AV AV 0 100 AV 1 ) 4 0
FEAT 1 18 0 i 0 2 0 AV 0 AV 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 AV AV
TOTAL 171 3 AL i *31 / A1 0L 12 1 1 *>L 103 2 AL 38 i : 3
LVL; Level or layer CER: Ceramics
FCR: Fire cracked rock FRAG: $to:,e Frassents
USFL: Utilized flakes NOTU: Unutilized flakes
PRGJ: Projectile points J*ET: Metates
08$ I: Obsioian GRNC-: Greer, catones
0THR1: Other lithic aaterial
TURK: Turkey bone
W  0THR2: Other faunai .Ticteriai
0THR3: Other botanical aaterial
TABLE 4
LEVELS AND LAYERS OF ROOM 2 
WITH STORY DIVISIONS
SURFACE
L E V E L  1 LAYER  I
2ND STO R Y  S L E V E L  2
ROOF F R L L  j L E V E L  3 LAY ER  I I
FLOOR OF L E V E L  4
2ND STORY  i L E V E L  5 LAYER  I I I
L E V E L  6
L E V E L  7
1 S T  STO R Y  F LO O R — FLOOR LAYER  I V
TABLE 5
t
ROOMBLOCK 15 ROOM 2 CERAMICS
Lev Black Rim Glaze Rim Bisc Rim Under Plain Rim Other
surf 3 0 3 1 0 0 0 2 0 0
1 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 9 0 2 0 0 0 4 2 0 0
II 9 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 9 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0
5 10 0 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 0
6 9 0 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 0
III 32 0 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
7 1 0 3 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
8 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
IV 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FI 12 1 1 0 0 0 3 0 1 0





The ground floor of room 2 was most likely a habitation room 
too. The three remaining walls (the south, west, and east walls) 
had heavily smoke blackened plaster at least four layers thick. 
While there is no hearth present in the remaining part of room 2, 
it is probably safe to assume that there was one, but that it has 
already fallen into the arroyo. A stack of round sandstone slabs 
were found just above and on the room floor. These slabs could 
have been used in a cooking capacity, i.e., laying corn tortillas 
or something similar on them to cook. A ventilation hole in the 
west wall could also be an indication that the ground floor of room 
2 was indeed a habitation room.
We now come to room 3, the last excavated room from roomblock 
15 (see table 7, 8, and 9 for data on room 3). The fill of room 3 
also had adobe chunks and melted adobe, indicating a second story. 
Manos were found in layer II and level 5 along with slabs that 
could have been a part of a mealing bin. There are also bits of 
burnt plaster in the fill above the floor of room 3, perhaps 
indicating a second story hearth which has already fallen into the 
arroyo. It looks as if the second story floor collapsed into the 
first floor, leaving parallel wood/latilla roof fragments on the 
floor of the first story, soon after site abandonment or even 
during the rooms occupation. This is due to the fact that the 
remains of the second story floor lie so close to the remains of 
the first story floor.
The first story of room 3 contained some very surprising 
artifacts. Many iron concretions were found (concretions are 
naturally formed balls or nodes of iron) clustered together as if
15
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Artifact Summary for Room 3
LVL CER FRAG USFL NOTU PROJ HAM MANO
1 3 0 C C 0 AV 0
I 2 0 1 2 0 0 0
2 13 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 1 AV 1 Au AV A\t V
II 7 0 0 0 0 0 l
4 1 0 0 1 0 c AV
5 3 0 0 0 0 AV X
6 4 0 0 3 0 0 0
7 1X 0 0 0 0 0 0
III 37 0 0 6 1X 0 c
FLOOR 8 <X 0 1 0 0 X
IV 5 0 AV 1 \X l AV
FEAT 1 0 0 0 0 0 AV 0
FEAT 2 16 0 0 1 0 c 0
TOTAL 101 l 2 17 2 i J
HE! SLAB 0THR1 TURK 0IHR2 CORN 0THR3
0 0 0 0
A
V C AV
0 c C C 0 c AV
0
A
\j C 0 AV AV 0
c 0 AV c 0 1 0
0 2 C 0 0 0 AV
y 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 2 X c 1 0 0
A
V 2 AV 0 1 0 AV
0
A
V y 0 0 c 0
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LVL: Level or layer CER: Ceramics
FRAG: Stone fragments USFL: Utilized flakes
NOT'J: Unutilized flakes PR0J: Projectile points
HAH'- Hassiserstones MET: Ketate
0THR1: Other iitnic material
TURK: Turkey bone 0THR2: Other fat r.a« 'itSteria.
0THR3: Other botanical material
W
TABLE  7
LEVELS HMD LAYERS OF ROOM 3 
WITH STORY DIVISIOMS
L E V E L 1 LRYER I
L E V E L 2 LAYER I IL E V E L 3
2ND STORY - f L E V E L 4
R O O F /W R L L f r l l  L L E V E L 5 LR YER I I  I
2ND STORY FLOOR~ t
L E V E L 6
L E V E L 7
1 S T STORY FLOOR - FLOOR LRYER I V
W TABLE 8
)
ROOMBLOCK 15 ROOM 3 CERAMICS
Lev Black Rim Glaze Rim Bisc Rim Under Plain Rim Other
1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
I 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 1 0 9 2 0 0 0 1 1 0
• 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
II 3 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
6 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
7 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
III 29 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 2
8 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
IV 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
FI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
F2 5 0 2 0 0 0 0 9 0 0





in a collection or a bag. We also found what we at first thought 
were shells, for shells were an important trade and decorative 
item. One of the shells was indeed the real thing, however, the 
second shell turned out to be a clever stone carving of a shell. 
Three bone beads were also found, two with red paint still on them. 
Perhaps the greatest find from room 3 was a flute made from a 
turkey bone. I believe that the items found on the floor of the 
room were not originally on the floor, but probably hanging from 
the ceiling and when the ceiling collapsed they fell to the floor. 
There was no smoke blackening on the walls and no indication 
whatsoever of a hearth. I believe that these factors make the 
ground floor of room 3 a storage room.
In concluding this paper I would like to briefly summarize my 
room function determinations and why it is important to try to 
determine room function. Of the six rooms (three first story, 
three second story) that were excavated in roomblock 15, three are 
habitation or living rooms, one is a storage room, one is a 
grinding room, and one is a ceremonial room (see table 10). These 
determinations are based on data from other studies on Southwest 
pueblo room function and my own data gathered from roomblock 15, 
Pueblo Blanco (LA 40), New Mexico.
The data from the six excavated rooms of roomblock 15 is not 
enough to use statistical analysis on, but nevertheless we can 
still see that these six rooms can adequately show the kind of 
lives that the inhabitants lived. We can see that these people 
worked, ate, played music, and had ceremonies of some sort. 
Without attempting to reconstruct social structure we can see that
18
these peoples of the past lived their lives very much like the 
peoples of today. Further study on room function should be made 
not only to help organize data, but also to see how lives were 
lived in the past. Without continued archaeological excavations 
and research, especially in unstable or endangered areas such as 
Pueblo Blanco, valuable pieces of the past will vanish without 
anyone ever knowing how people in the past fared.
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